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SIR a is 
55 EFORE I begin to ke ang 


Obſervations on this extraordi- 
nary Performance, with Wien 


- $ 


World, and which you are pleaſed | 
to call a full Vindication of your Character 
and Conduct, by the general Odium which you 
have endeavoured to throw upon every Writer 
indefinitely, who has appeared in Defence of the 
Meaſures of the Adminiſtration, againſt the un 
warrantable and indecent manner in which 
A 2 you 


you have oppoſed it; E made it neceſſary 
for me to premiſe, that 1 was urged by no other 
Motive to this: Undertaking, than that juſt and 


ies <a is uh? 


reaſonable Reſentment which riſes in every 
Honeſt Man's Mind, at ſo deſperate and ſhock- 
ing 1 Att rk which you have made on a Gen- 
tleman, with whom you have thought proper 
to differ, with relation to the Adminiſtration 
of Publick Affairs; that the Author of theſe 
Papers neither has, nor ever had. nor ever 
expects td have any Place, or Penſion, or 
Gratuity, of what bind or Nature ſoever; that 
he is not ſo much as known 70 that Gentle- 
man; neither bis Perſon, nor his Name; that 
bie has nevet e any Applications for any 
Favours from him, nor from any of his Friends, 
or. Dependants;_that notwithſtanding, who- 

ever is 1 as to the Subject of the pre- 
ſent Controverl, , he thinks, no honeſt Man 
can be ſo, to ee the manner in which you 
have carried it on; nor ſurely be ſo weak, as 
to imagine that a Quarrel, begun by you againſt 


one ſingle: Gentleman in the Adminiſtration, 5 


founded on ptivate Reaſons and perſonal Re- 
ſant ments, and proſecuted with alk the Ran- 
cour and Malice, that a bad Cauſe and a worſe 
Heart could diate and ſuggeſt, can ever be 
ee with any Advantage to the Publick ; 
your Paſſions have been ſo much your 
Maſter, your Rage has been ſo intemperate on 
this Occaſion, that you have yourlelf made it 
manifeſt to the whole World, that it is not 
8 „ | . ny Your 


LS ; 
CY * * & — 


PT 


L453 

your Concern, how. Affairs are adminifter'd, 
but who ſhall have the Adminiſtration of them, 
that has hurried you on to do ſuch an Act of 
Violence, to aſſaſſinate (if I may ule the Ex- 
preſſion) that Gentleman's Character in ſuch a 
manner, that no perſonal Animoſity, nor pre- 
tended Zeal for the Welfare and Profperity of 
your Country can juſtify ; and it is doubttul to 
ſay whether in this ſtrange and unparallel'd At- 
tempt yon have been more Indiſcreet or Baſe, 
for it is certain, that in this Outrage that you 
have committed on that Gentleman's Reputa- 
tion, you have utterly deſtroyed your own; 
for the moſt Weak and Partial of your Advo- 
cates. and Admirers now muſt ſec, and be con- 
vinced, that you are your ſelf that Perſon which 4 
Jou have endeavoured in vain to repreſent him it 

to be; that is, that you are a Man abſolutely wb 
yoid of Principles, Gratitude, Truth and Ho- 9 


ö 

Doux. | 

8 5 
. 45 is therefore, with great Truth, that you 
, Tou have now taken off the Mart; you 
- 1 have taken it off, and by doing fa have 
E 6 diſplay'd the moſt diſtorted and trightful Fea- 
ſe tures that were ever hid under one: And well 
. had it been for the Publick, if you had throwu 
3 aſide your Diſguiſe ſooner; many honeſt, well- 
ar meaning People, who were Friends to the 
on : Conflitution. have been work d,..up by your 
it Artifices and Miſrepreſentations, to believe 
ot that the Honourable Perſon, againſt whom 


ut ou! you 


63 
you have been for ſo many Vears levelling your 
Weekly Artillery, was endeayouring to over- 
turn it: but you your ſelf have undeceived 
them; no Man who is Falſe, and Baſe, and 
ITreachetous in private Life, can be Juſt, and 
Honeſt and Faithful to his Country. 


Vou tell the Gentleman of whom you have 
invented ſo many extravagant and improbable 
Falſhoods, and loaded with ſuch an Heap of 
black and cruel Calumnies, that you knew his 
Power, and his ſcandalous Abuſe of it, but 


that it ſhall not deter you from deſcribing him 


in his proper Colours, You know his Lenity 
too, as well as his Power, or you would not 
have dared to treat him with ſuch ſhocking 
Ribaldry and Indecency, as were never uſed 
before without the Walls of a Bear-Garden ; 
but you are ſenſible that the high and eminent 
Rank he holds reſtrains him from calling you 
perſonally to Account for your infamous 
Abuſe, and that he ſcorns to make uſe of the 
Power that he ſtands inveſted with in his pub- 
lick Capacity, io puniſh a Libel againſt him- 
elf in his private; for I muſt always inſiſt, 
that tis the Man, and not the Miniſter, that is 
the Object of your Spite and Reſentment ; 
and in this ſingle Inſtance I entirely agree with 
you, that he has, thro' the whole Courſe of 
his long Adminiſtration, abuſed his Power, in 


ſuffering a Libel to be publiſh'd weekly for 


near five Years together, and diſperſed with 
| all 


t 21 | 
all imaginable Diligence and Induſtry, not 
only in all the Counties and Towns of Eng- 
land, but in ſeveral other Parts of Europe, 
which was continually ſtuffed with the moſt 
_ groſs and groundleſs Invectives, the moſt 

dating and impudent Fal ſhoods againſt him- 
ſelf, his Family, his Relations, his Friends, and 
his Conduct of his own domeſtick Concerns 
as a private Man, as well as his Adminiſtration 
of the publick Affairs as a Miniſter. 


But how much ſoever you may pretend to 
ſet that Gentleman at Defiance, and tax him 
with indulging his little Rage againſt Printers 
and Bookſellers, as imagining yourſelf to be 
above the Reach of his Power, yet you have 
not thought it ſafe or convenient to own your- 
ſelf the Author of one of thoſe Libels, for 
which your Bookſeller has been under Proſe- 
cution, but have ſcrecn'd yourſelf under his 
Protection, and have obliged him, in every 
Information that has been brought againſt any 
Paper that has been written by you or your 
Coadjutor, to interpoſe between you and Dan- 
ger; and yet it has been often currently report- 
ed, that your Bookſeller was promiſed at the 
Commencement of your infimons Undertak- 
ing, that if any Miniſter ſhould preſume to 
call him to Account, or threaten him with a 
Proſecution for any thing contain'd in the 
Craftſman, you would appear and avow the 
writing of it: however, 1 don't think your 
| woiſt 
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worſt Enemies can deny but you have 

thewn great Prudence and Circumſpection in 
this Inſtance; tis the only diſcreet and well- 
adviſed Step you have taken ſince your Oppo: 
ſition to the Adminiſtration began, | 


The wks you give for this laſt Effort of 
your Pen, and for ſcattering about your Ve- 
nom ſo plentifully in the Pamphlet now under 
Conſideration, is founded on a Preſumption, 
that the honourable Perſon aboyementioned 
either writ himſelf, or directed and gave In- 
ſtructions for the writing, of the Remarks upon 
the Conduct of yourſclf. and your illuſtrious. 
Friend, and without any other Ground for this, 
but the mere idle Suggeſtion of your own Ima- 
gination; nay, ſo idle and ſo wild is the Sup - 
poſition, that it is hardly poſſible to ſuppoſe 
that you believe it yourſelf to be true; no, 
you have invented the Story to furniſh you 
with a Pretence to pour out more Rancour 
and Malice than ever was collected together 
in ſo few Pages before: You were ſenſible 
that the World has been frequently ſhock d- 
With the indecent Liberties that you have taken 
with the Gentleman's Character whom you 
oppoſe, and therefore you meanly and ungene- 
rouſly pretend to have received a Provo- 
cation from him, in order to colour and pal- 
lia'e (if it were poſſible) an Outrage fo vio- 
lent, and extravagant, that it exceeds all that 

can be credited or conceived, 


You 


e 


Vou ſay, you Hall bee yourſelf in your 
Letter, to the Character of one of thoſe Gen- 


riemen with whoſe Character and Condutt you 
are beſt acquainted; meaning your own: and 


herein I ſhall follow your Example; tor, to 
be plain, the other Gentleman's is too rank 
and offenſive to be inquired into; they mult 


have ſtronger Stomachs than mine, who can 


bear to wallow in all that Filth, which a tho- 
rough Scrutiny into that Man's Actions would 


neceſſarily lead them into; you ſeem to ac- 


knowledge, ingenuouſly enough, that this is 4 
piece of Drudgery, as ſacred and inviolable as 
your Ftiendſhip is at preſent, which even you 


can't your ſelf ſubmit to; but I foreſee that 
you will ſoon throw off all Prejudices of that 
kind, and make his Mind and his Morals 


the petfect Model of vour 'own; you have 
ſhewn 'by your late incomparable Production, 


which I have now under Conſidetation, how 


well you have improved under ſo accompliſhed 
a Maſter; the ſame Truth, and Honour, and 
Sincerity, and Benevolence ſhine as eminently 
in that hee as if he had dictated it to 
you ; for the whole World will bear Tefti- 
mony for him, that he, however he might 
differ from a Man in Principles of Policy, and 


the Intereſts of Princes and Nations, would 


never, for that Reaſon, betray the Confidence 
that was repoſed in him, and divulge the 
Secrets that were intruſted to him in private 

Bi 1 Con- 
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| E 
Converſation, while the Heart was warm and 
open, and an intire Credit was given to his 
Fidelity and Friendſhip; far, very far, there- 
fore would it be from entring into his Mind 
to invent and feign Converſations which never 
paſled, and pretend, a Confidence in a Man 
which he never, had, only to blacken and 
vilify his Character, and to endeavour to ren- 
der him Odious in the Eyes of his Prince, his 
Country, or his Fricnds; he, I ſay, would 
never be guilty of ſuch Treachery, Baſeneſs, 
and Ingratitude; and it appears evidently from 
the abovementioned Piece, that you would 
equally deteſt and abhor ſuch a Conduct, and 
IJ am ſincerely glad to find that you have ſo 
juſt. a Senſe of your Friend's diſtinguiſhed Vir- 
tues and Merit, that you have at length thrown 
alide all thoſe Reſtraints which had formerly 
_ entangled you, in order to make the Reſem- 
blauce, and conſequently the Friendſhip, be- 
tween you the ſtronger; and indeed it was 
but a neceſſary Piece of Condeſcention in you, 
for, as you ſay your ſelf, it was high Time for you, 
to pull off the Mask from your Face, ſince 


you know that your van Friend never wore 
one on his. e 


You are pleaſed to decline entring into any 
Defence of the Adminiſtration and Meaſures of 
tac four laſt Years of Queen Anne, becauſe 
you lay, you oppoled moſt of thole Meaſures; 
and the World docs you the Jultice, to believe 

that 


E . Les. & iba 8 Reis 
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that you did not only oppoſe moſt, but all: "ws 


would ſcorn to cavil with a looſe Phraſe or un- 


guarded Expreſſion, or force an Interpretation 


upon a Word which it will not bear, but 
there ſeems to be ſomcthing like a Jeſuitical 


Reſerve in this ſame Monoſyllable moſt; that 


ſome Meaning is couched under it, which it 


may not yet be proper to explain, or why 


ſhould not you be as free to declare that you 
oppoled ALL the Meaſures of the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the laſt four Tears of Queen Anne, 
which is wholly true, as that you only oppoſed 
moſt of them, which is but partly ſo; I ſup- 
pole, if either thro' Indolence or Illneſs you 
happen'd not to be preſent. when any dirty 
Fobb (to uſe your own elegant Expreſlion) 
tor that Miniſtry was to be done, you will 
come now twenty Years afterwards, and tcll 


the World, that as you did not oppole it 


then, ſo it is not acting inconſiſtently with 
your ſelf to defend it ; and, for my own 
part, I own I ſhould not be in the leaſt ſur— 
prized to fee you ſhelter your ſelf under ſo 
mean a Subtertuge, and roundly enter into a 


Defence of thoſe Meaſures of that Adminiſtra- 
tion, which you did not oppoſe, tho' you are | 


plcaſed to ſay it cannot be expected from you; 
it will be perfectly agreeable to the Conduct 
you have hitherto obſerved, if you ſhould 


ever think fit to act ſuch a Part; and 1 


muſt beg leave to repcat what I have ſaid juſt 
B 3 before, 


- 2 5 
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4 0 
before, that I ſhould not be at all ſurprized to 
ſee it; and do expect it from you. 


And that this is no unreaſonable or ground- 
leſs Suſpicion, ſuch as you conceive and fill 
the World with, on every flight Occaſion, 
your own Words will be a ſufficient Teſti- 
mony; for why, ſay you, may not two Gen- 
tlemen, who formerly differ d about the Con- 
duet of Publick Affairs, concur in their Sen- 
timents avout the Conduct of Affairs at pre- 
ſent, without any Imputation on their Cha- 
ratters, or any Regard io what was done al- 
moſt twenty Tears ago? And you might have 
gone one. Step further, and with as much Con- 


ſiſtency with your ſelf, have ask d, Why you 


might not change the Sentimentsthat you enter- 


tain'd of an Adminiſtration, ſo long as twenty 


' Years ago, as have chang'd your Sentiments of 
the preſent Adminiſtration? for is it not plain- 


ly a Contradiction to common Senſe, to ima- 


gine, that you ſhould condemn the Meaſures 
and Conduct of a Gentleman when he was a 
Miniſter, and eſpouſe his Cauſe, and purſue 
his Counlels, after his Country had unani- 

mouſſy judg d him unworthy to be an Exciſe 
Man; in which ncither your Voice nor Con- 
currence was wanting, as ſhall be mention'd 


immediately; for it is maniteſt to all the 


Woild, that his Principles and Politicks are 
the ſame they always were, and all the Actions 
of his Life intirely conſiſtent and of a Piece, 

| tho 
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tho you have been ſo fickle and wavering in 


yours. 1 0 


Vou ſay indeed, that it cannot be expected 


that you ſhould enter into any Defence of the 


Adminiſtration and Meaſures of the four 


laſt Tears of Queen Anne; and yet I am in- 


clin'd to believe, that whoever was to have 
ſuch Expectations, would not in the End find 
themſelves deceiv d; for would it not be per- 
fectly agreeable to the Part you have thought 


fit to act, to avow openly in the Face of the 
World your Approbation of the Meaſures of 
that Adminiſtration? Nay, where would be 


the Difference between entring into a Defence 
of that Adminiſtration, and declaring pub. 
lickly, as you have done in this Rundle of 


Scurrility and Falſhood, what a Misfortune 


you eſteem it to be, that the Miniſter, who 
was attainted by Parliament for purſuing thoſe 
Mcaſures, ſhould & prevented by his Attain- 
der, from exerting his unqueſtionable Capaci- 


ties in the Service of his Country; which you 


call, the unhappy Effects of Party Prejudices, 
that often depreſs Men of the greateſt Abili- 


ties, whilſt the moſt unworthy are exalted 2 


But let us conſider a little this extraordinary 
Paſlage, for this ſeems to be the choiceſt Flower 
in the whole Noſegay; indeed the Gentleman's 
Fury and Violence have plunged him into ſome 
Difficulties and Contradictions here, which 


can 
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can be nothing but the Effects of the ſtrongeſt 
Infatuation and Deſpair: Would Mr. P. if he 
had been in his right Mind; or rather, if he 
was not abſolutely diſtracted, would he ever 
have told the World, that Ld. B's. Artainder 
was the unhappy Effects of Party Prejudices; 
and have lamented that he ſhould be prevented, 


by that Misfortune, from exerting his un- 


queſtionable Capacities in the Service of his 
Country; would He, I ſay, this boaſted diſin- 
tereſted Patriot, have ſaid this, if he had had 
the leaſt Spark of Modeſty, Honour, or com- 
mon Honeſty left, when it is yet freſh in 
evcry one's Memory, how Zealous, how Im- 
placable he was to purſue this very ſame Per- 
lon to Deſtruction ; how he was one amongſt 
the torcmoſt of thoſe, who was the moſt vio» 
lent to bring him to Puniſhment, and to paſs 


| the Bill of Attainder againſt him; nay, and 


who was afterwards as vchement in oppoſing 
the Reverlal of any Part of it, as he had been 
before in promoting it, and who us'd his ut- 
moſt Endcavours to Obſtruct and Defeat that 


Act & Mercy, which the late King, out of his 


5 ; 
natural Clemency and Greatneſs of Mind, was 
willing ſhould be extended to this Perſon; and, 
yet now Mr. H. not only pities this very Perſon's 
Misfortunes, but he is not even aſhamed to lay, 
that it would be for the Service of his Country, 
if he were again exalted into ſuch an elevated 
Station, from which Mr. P. himſelf contributed 


as much as any Man, to tumble him down, as a 


Monſter 


Tus ] 


Monſter of Perfidy and Iniquity, and an Ene. 


my to his Country. 


When you come ſeriouſſy then to reflect on 
your preſent Conduct, and to compare it with 


your paſt, and to take a View of your own 


Behaviour, and confider how inconſiſtently 
you have acted with your ſelf, and recolle& 


what a Prey you have always been to your Paſ- 
ſions, how unſteady and wavering both in 


your Principles and Actions, how falſe a Friend, 


how implacable an Enemy, and both a Friend 


and an Enemy, as this or that Paſſion has pre- 
dominated, Immoderate and Violent in each 
Capacity, Reaſonable or Prudent in neither; 


I ſay, if you ſhould ever be capable of look- 
ing ſo far into your own Mind, yon would 
eaſily diſcover, that Ambition, Inſolence, 


Pride, Rancour, Malice, Vain-glory, Boaſt- 
ing, Self. conceit and Envy, are the Principal 
Ingredients that go into the Compoſition of 
your Character, and contribute mote than any 


other Motive to your Patria and publick 
Virtues. 


You tell the honourable Gentleman, that it 
is impoſſible to collect thro" the whole Courſe of 
the Remarks, which you are pleaſed to call 
his, for a very baſe Purpoſe, as has been ob- 
ſerved before, and ſhall be immediately taken 
Notice of again; 70 whom you impute that 


Letter, which accaſi on'd this Piece of Scurri- 


lity. 


* 
| 
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Jity. And a little after you ſay, that the Com- 


pliments paid Mr. P. in one of the Letters in 


the Craftſman, was a ſufficient Foundation for 


you to Revile, Abuſe, and Aſperſe him by Way 
_ of Anſwer, and to load bim with all the Ca- 


Iumny that you could crowd into a Billingſgate 
Pamphlet; and then you bid him not think to 
retort the Charge on you and your Collegue, 


by ſaying, that we attack you in the ſame 
manner, without enquiring whether you was 


the Author of this Pamphlet, or approved of 


it, that you know he has already taken Pains 


to diſown it for fear of a Reply, but that not- 
withſtanding all, you are ſure that this Pam- 
phlet, or at leaſt the Materials with which tis 
put together, could come from No. body but 
himſelf, Now. if it ſhould ever be made ap- 
pear, that the honourable Gentleman, whom 
you are pleaſed to abuſe in this moſt licentious 
Manner, upon the Preſumption that he either 
Writ the Remarks himſelf, or imploy'd Some- 
body elſe to Write them; never had the 
leaſt Knowledge of the Thing before it was 
Printed, and that he neither Writ a Syllable 
of it himſelf, nor dictated one to any other 
Perſon, nor furniſhed the Author with any of 
thoſe Paſſages of Hecret Hiſtory, which you 
ſay are fo falſcly ſtared and milrepreſented; if 
this ſhould be made appear, as every one muſt 
be very well convinced it may, who reads 
with any Attention this ſame Pamphlet, that 
has put your Friend and you into ſuch a terri- 
| ble 
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ble Conſter nation, and Fit of Raving and 
Frenzy, how mean, how deſpicable a Figure 


muſt you make in the Eyes of. the World, 


who only to colour the baſe Wounds you have 


endeavoured to give to a Gentleman's Reputas 
tion, have accus d him publickly: of Writing a 


Thing, which, in your own Conſcience, you 
believe he never ſaw till it might have been 
preſented to him in Print, and which then, 
perhaps, he might not approve, as tis plain, 


from your own Words, he did not, by the 


Pains you ſay he has taken to deny it: Where 
is the Difference then, between a Man who 
Hacks and Stabs another's Reputation, upon 


the Preſumption of an Injury which he knows 
he never receiv'd from him, and that, only to 


gratify a wild, unreaſonable, extravagant Re- 
ſentment, the Dictates of a malignant, inve- 


nom'd Mind; and a private Aſlaſſine, who 
lurks in ſome obſcure Hole or Alley, to ſlit a 


Noſe, or disfigure a Face, or diſable a Limb, 
or murder a Man in thc Dark 2 


For my own part, I am utterly ignorant; 
whether the noble Perſon, who is the Hero of 
your Piece, has taken any, or what, Authors 


into his Pay, or with what Views or Motives 


thoſe Perſons write in his Defence, againſt the 


virulent Alpcriions and notorious Falſhoods 
with which you are continually, Weekly and 


Daily, endeavouring to blacken his Conduct 
and Character; if it be true, that he has made 
| C ſome 
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ſome Acknowledgements, or given fome Gra- 


tuities to any one who has enter'd the Liſts 


againſt the Libels that you are perpetually 
diſperſing thro' the Kingdom; ſurely this is a 

very juſtifiable Thing; ſurgly you, of all the 
World, ought never to reproach that honour- 
able Perſon, with having taken Authors into 
his Pay, when you your ſelf began the Practice, 
and haye now actually in your own Service, 
two or three of the moſt eminent Authors of 
the Dunciad, as you are pleas'd to term them, 
and were glad to receive them too upon any 
Terms, even after they had offer'd Him their 
Pens, and he had declin'd accepting them: 


Surely you, of all Mankind, ſhould never 


charge that Gentleman with beating up for 
Volunteer Writers, who have not been aſham'd 


| by paying them the moſt abject Court, to re- 


tain in your Cauſe the moſt abandon' d Set of 
Scribblers, that ever affronted the Publick 
with Scandal; a Set of Miſcreants, who have 
broke thro' all the Bounds of Modeſty and 
Decency, and with incredible and unprece- 
dented Cruelty and Brutality have ranſack'd 
into the Secrecics of private Perſons, to deſtroy 
the Peace of Families, and make their Mil- 
fortunes their Sport, who cannot pals with 
Impunity, without a Reproach to the Juſtice of 
the Nation; and after all this, with what 
Truth or Modeſty can you preſume to tell a 
Gentleman of retaining Troops of Scribblers 

in 
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in his Pay, who are the Leader of ſuch a lewd 


and diſorderly Banditti your ſelf? 


But, ſenſible what ſcandalous Lengths you 
have run, and how ſome of your warmeſt 
Friends and Advocatcs have been diſguſted at 
it, you own that you cannot juſtify the Crafr/- 
man, and the Reaſon you give why you will 


not undertake to do it, is, that it is a weekly 


Paper, in which many Hands are concerned, 


or, to uſe your own Words, a Turkiſþ Army | 


of Scribblers, for whom you are not obliged 
to be anſwerable, tho an Army abſolutely 
devoted to your Service, and adapted to your 
Politicks; with what Juſtice is it then that 


you will make this Gentleman anſwerable for 


all the indiſcreet Things that may be publiſhed 


in his Favour; Things which it is not to be 


ſuppoſed he could have Leiſure enough to 


Write, or Inclination enough to read ? 


I muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, my Sentiments 


of the Matter are, that the Authors of both 


Sides in theſe Political Altercations and Dif- 
putes, are actuated by much the ſame Motives 
with one another, and that the Reaſon that 
cither Party gives for engaging in theſe kind 
of Conteſts, is very far from being the true 
one; and indeed the Publick, who liſten ge- 
nerally ſo attentively to the Controverſy, ſeem 
to do it more out of Curioſity, than trom any 
Intereſt they take in the Succeſs of it, or any 

„ Regard 
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Regard to the Good of their Country, or the 
Preſervation of Liberty, or the Proſperity of 


Trade, which the Writers of each Side pretend 
to be the ſole Object of their Views: Every 
Man who has made any Obſervations of this 
Matter, knows, that the great ones mean nothing 


more than to write themſelves into Power, if 
they can, and the little ones into Pocket; but 


that the honourable Gentleman, whoſe Con- 
duct and Character, whoſe Eſtate and Family, 
whoſe Children and Relations, whoſe Perſon 
and Imployments, whoſe Shape and Drels, 
whole Age and Size are the Occaſion and Sub- 
ject of all theſe learned Arguments and De- 
bates, bears them with as little Emotion, and 
as much Patience, as Cæſar, or any other Hero 


of Antiquity does, the Diſquiſitions that are 


made concerning his Conduct by the young 
Diſputants in the Univerſity. 


1 ſhall make no Animadverſions on thoſe 
Paſlages in your Book, in which you endea- 


vour to vindicate your own Conduct, with 


relation to your Behaviour in Publick, where 
your Defence is attended with no inſolent 
unmannerly Reproaches or ſcurrilous Reflexi- 
ons upon the Conduct or Character of Ano- 


ther; if you think fit to oppole the Court, 


or the Meaſuręs of the Adminiſtration, and 
do it with Decency, and in your proper Place, 


no Doubt you have a Right ſo to do; if you 


thought it a wrong Mcajure to keep Twelve 
thoulan! 


K 
thouſand Heſſian Troops in Pay, it was not 
only a juſtifiable Action, but it was your Duty 


to oppoſe it in Parliament; if you think any 


other Step wrong that the Gentlemen in the 
Adminiſtration have taken, or may take, in 
God's Name bear your Teſtimony againſt it, 
There, where it is only decent and becoming 
you to doit; but do not, for your own Sake, 
let your Rage be ſo much your Maſter as to 
rail and call Names, and write Libels, and 
ſink yourſelf beneath the Dignity of a Gen- 


tleman, into a Character for which you ſeem 


to expreſs ſo much Contempt, I mean, a 


Scribbler of Libels yourſelf, and a Diſperſer 
and Publiſher of thoſe writ by other Men. 


I don't think myſelf obliged to defend 
every Aſſertion that the Author of the Re- 
marks has advanced, and therefore I ſhall 
pals over the learned Comment you have 
made on the Act of Settlement; if that Au- 
thor has, as you ſay, accuſed you of charging 
the King with having broken the Act of Set- 
tlement, 1 muſt leave kim to make his Words 
good; but, for God's ſake, is the noble Per- 
{on whom you would fain perſuade the World 
ro imagine to be the Author of that Pamphier, 
to be accountable for all the raſh or unad. 
viſed Things that the Perſon who writ thoſe 
Remarks, or he who writes thele Ob(lerva- 


tions, may let drop? You know the Opi- 


nion he entertains of theſe kind of Writings 
| too 
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too well, to believe that any of them are writ 
with his Approbation or Privity ; if he would 
himſelf condeſcend to anſwer your Pamphlets 
or Journals, you would appear in Print with 
very little Grace again : but all thoſe who 
have any Regard for the Welfare and Proſpe- 
rity of their Country, deſire always to ſee him 
other wiſe oy ; 
If a Man was to form his Idea of the 
Enzl:ſh Government from your Writings, by 
the perpetual Cant that runs thro them con- 
cerning Liberty, Publick Spirit, Corruption, 
laviſh Doctrines, and dependant Parliaments, 
he would imagine that the Slavery in England 
was more terrible than that in Turkey, but at 
the ſame time would be ſtrangely puzzled to 
1 conceive how you would dare to diſperſe ſuch 
1 Libels with Impunity in a Country where 
there is no Shadow of Liberty left, which 
g would be puniſhed with the greateſt Severity, 
in one where the People enjoy'd all their 
Liberties in their utmoſt Latitude; and tis a 
| Sͤtory very commonly known, that a Perſon. 
10 of great Diſtinction, and who had been him- 
0 ſelf a Deputy of the States of Holland, was 
' Wb ſent to the Raſp-Houſe for Life, for pub- 
liſhing a Libel againſt one of the Magiſtrates 
of Rotterdam. 
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The Endeavours, you ſay, this Gentleman 
has made to fix nn upon you, by 
falſe 
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falſe Miſrepreſentations, in a certain Cloſet, 
is a Tale that carries with it ſo ſtrong an Air 


of Improbability, that it would deſerve ſome 
Animadverſions, if it could be done with 
any Decency or Reſpect to a Perſon, whom 


you have made it neceſſary to mention upon 
this Occaſion, if any Notice at all were to be 


taken of your ſtrange Aſſertions concerning 


what paſſes between that Perſon, and the 


Honourable Gentleman in this Cloſet: You 


ſay there is a current Report, that he has told 
the latter very plainly, that he hh d, and like- 
wiſe given him ſome certain Appellations, 
which are even too harſh for you to repeat in 


| Publick: That is very extraordinary, truly! 


What Idea muſt thoſe Words convey, or what 
Language muſt they be convey'd in, which 
you would ſcruple to repeat again? Or how 
could you come to the Knowledge of the 
Converſation that paſſes between two Perſons 
in a private Cloſet, where nobody is preſent - 
or within hearing but themſelves? What 
Foundation therefote could there be for ſuch 
a Report? Certainly none. Who then could 


| raiſe ſuch a falſe and cond Report? The 


Anſwer is caly : Who but the Author of the 
Craftſman, the Author of the Proper Reply, 
the Aut bor of the Anſwer to the Remarks, 
the Aut hor of all the falſe and proundleſs 
Reports that have been Pons for near 
mach fue Tears paſt, 


You 
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You boaſt of your having not only been 
educated in Whig Principles, but of your 
Reſolution always to act upon them. That 
you was ever. zealouſly attach'd to the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion in the preſent Royal Family; 
that you are ſtill zealous for the Support of 
it; and that if the Connſels of the honourable 
' Perſon ſhould ever bring his Majeſty's Title 
into Diſpute, or Danger, you will venture your 
Life and Fortune as far as any Man in the 
Defence of it: Very loyally and very magna- 
nimouſly ſaid, upon my Word! And this 
Declaration of yours is to ſtand as a Proof, 
that you have not left your old Mhiggiſh Prin- 
ciples, in which you were educated, to em- 
brace Jacobitiſm and the Cauſe of the Pre- 
tender. But who is there amongſt the moſt 
zealous of that Perſon's Friends and Followers 
that might not have ſaid as much? Might not 
his own Children, his Favourites, his Mini- 
ſters, his whole Court have made the ſame 
Declaration, even before the Altar at High 
Maſs, that they would forſake the Cauſe of 
their Father, their Friend, their Maſter, and 
defend with their Life and Fortune his Ma- 
jeſty's Title to the Crown, when the honour- 


able Perſon you intend ſhall bring it into 


Dilpute or Danger? I am apt to imagine, 
there would not be a Nonjuror in all his Ma- 
jeſty's Dominions, it they ſhould be obliged 
to {wear nothing more than that; the moſt 

| | bigotted 


LS 

bigotted Jacobite, with a very ſafe Conſcience 

might venture to affirm his Attachment to 

the illuſtrions Prince upon the Throne, in the 
very ſame Terms that Mr. P. has done. Are 
| ſuch Jeſuitical Evaſions to be conſtrued Pro- 

feſſions of Duty and Loyalty to the King! 
But give me Leave to tell you, dear Sir, in 

your own Words, that ſuch Stuff will not 


paſs. | 


Zum are charged, you ſay, with oppoſing 
þ the King's Affairs in general, and attempt- © 
5 ing to diſtreſs the public Service in every 

? Branch of the Government. The Charge is 
- a very heavy one indeed, and it imported 


- Fou very much, who pretend to have no- | 
- thing but the Publick Good in View in the 
t Oppoſition you give the Miniſter, to clear 
5 yourſelf of it: You deny the Charge, it muſt | 
t be own'd, and fay farther, that you could 
[- give ſeveral Inſtances of National Points, 
E _ which are chiefly owing to you, and mention 

1 | ſeveral others which you have been very in- 

df ftrumental in promoting, and many more | 
d | which you never attempted to defeat, ſincc | 
a- your Oppoſition to the honourable Gentle- Lo 
© I man to whom you addreſs yourſelf, If you | 
to could have ſhewn any of thele Inſtances of | 
e, true Patriotiſm and Publick Spirit, which 

a- you ſay you could, why were you backward 

ed | to do it? Was it Modeſty reſtrained you! 

all t could not be that; for the whole World 
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is a Witneſs in what an indecent Manner you 
have trumpeted your own Praiſes through the 
Kingdom: If you could mention a ſingle - 
Inſtance of a Vote that you have given, in 
any National Point, for theſe laſt four or five 
Years, which was not founded on your Re- 
ſentment to the Miniſter, and your Oppoſi- 
ſition to his Meaſures, you would do yourſelf 
a great Service with all the ſenſible Part of the 
World, all whom you have not made as hot- 
headed as yourſelf with Complaints of Miſ- 
managements, they do not know in what, 
and Clamours againſt a Gentleman in the 
Adminiſtration, they do not know why ; all 
ſuch Perſons would, without doubt, think 
more favourably of your Conduct, when you 
have juſtified it in this Particular; but till 
then, they mult ſuſpend both their Opinion 
and Belief. 


1 have neither Inclination or Capacity to 


make any Inquiry into T reaties or Allyances 


with Foreign Princes or States, and can have 
no other way of Judging of them, than by the 
Event, the only way that Perſons in my Sta- 
tion can have to form any Notion concerning 
them, or to know whether they are Advanta- | 
gious and Honourable or not : If all the 
Treaties for thele laſt ſixteen Years, have, as 
you ſay, been Silly ones, they have been at- 
rended with as many good Conſequences, and 
tollowed With as many national Advantages to 
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theſe Kingdoms, as if they were ever ſuch Wiſe 
ones; nay, as if you or your Friend had had 


the negotiating of them your ſelves; Silly 


Treaties, for ought I know, they may be; I 


dare ſay, however, that they are nor ſo on our 
Side, for the Reaſon I've given; and I expect 
now to hear a certain Forcign Court called 


Fools, in your polite DialeQ, for acceding to 


the late Treaty of Vienna. 


vou tell the honourable Perſon, * if the 
Conduct of bis Life was to be ſcrutiniged in 
the ſame manner, as yours has been, what an 


odd Medley of Inconſiſtencies ſhould we diſ- 


cover; that tho be was Educated in Whig 


Principles, he has acted in Concert with the 


Tories; that he has been at times an intempe- 
rate Zealot againſt France, and an obſequious 
Dupe to France; and that he rs now relapſing 


into his old Avuerſion to France again; and 


ſo you go on in the ſame polite 2 Strain for 
ſcveral Lines together : And, good Sir, do 


you call this ſcrutinizing into a Man's Character? 


Are ſuch groundleſs, general Aſſertions, with- 
out one Proof or ſingle Fact to ſupport them, 


to be the on of the Accuſation that 


you threaten the noble Perſon with? Nay, ſo 


Lealous as you were in the Proſecution of the 


late Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, ſo great an 


Enemy as you thought him to be to your 


Country, would you have been ſo blinded 
with Party Prejudices, would you have let 
D'S; the 
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the Spirit of Liberty, or Spirit of Fadlion, or 
whatever Denomination you may be pleaſed. 
to diſtinguiſh your Zeal by, have hurried you 
away ſo far as to break thro all the Bounds of 
Moderation and Juſtice, to have attainted even 


him, to whom you bore ſo implacable, ſo 


invetcrate an Averſion, without any other 
Evidence of Guilt, than what your own hot, 
diſtemperd Imagination preſented you with ? 


and muſt the Gentleman abovemention'd, who, 
you own, was once your Friend, 'to whom, ir 


may be collected even from your own Words, 


you are obliged for ſome Favours, and from 


whom you have not yet made it appear you 
have received any Injury; Muſt this Gentleman 
be vility'd, aſperſed, blacken'd, abuſed ; by 
the baſeſt, meaneſt, molt ungenerous Arts? 

Muſt Attempts be made to render him Odious 
in the Eyes of his Fellow Subjects? Muſt he be 
the Subject of Weekly Calumny and Slander ? 


And have his Character torn to Pieces to 


ſatisfy the little envious Petulancy of ſome 


Men, and the craving Neceſſities of others? 


If you have any Objections to this Gentle- 
man's Conduct as a Miniſter, you have had 


Opportunities enow, and have been often 


urg d and importuned to lay your Finger upon 
the particular Facts, and point out "what he 
has done amiſs, or what he has omitted to do, 
which might have proved for the general Ad- 


Vantage of tac Nation, where our Situation 


or 
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or Circumſtances would admit it to be done: 
I am ſenſible it is a very eaſy Matter to make 
eternal Repetitions and Clamours concerning 
Weak, Blundering, Corrupt, Wicked Mini- 
ſters, and perhaps to impoſe upon the lower 
Claſs of Men, ſo far as to perſuade them that 


all your Complaints againſt Men in Power arc 


juſt and reaſonable; but ſure there can be no 


Merit in this Sort of Popularity, nor any ſhin- 


ing Talents, or a Genius above the Vulgar, 
requird to attain it: Hiſtory furniſhes us with 
a Multitude of Examples of Men of the 
meaneſt Capacities, who either thro' the un- 


certain Situation and Circumſtances of the 
Times they liv'd in, or the Lenity or Neglect 
of Men in Power to cruſh and ſuppreſs ſuch 


impudent Impoſtors at their firſt Appearance, 
have acquired ſuch a Degree of Popularity, as 
to put them into a Capacity either quite to 
overturn the Conſtitution of their Country, or 
to throw it into violent and terrible Convul- 
ſions ; ſuch Methods therefore as Maſſanello, 
Sacheverel, and Patrona (who occaſioned the 
late Revolution in the Turkiſh Empire) took 
to be Popular, ſuch Methods have the Authors 

of the Craftſman taken; and the only Dif- 
ference that I can diſcern to be between any 
of thoſe diſtinguiſh'd Patriots, is the different 
Fortunes and Succeſs they met with, in the 
Execution of their ſcycral Deſigns and Projects, 
and not in their different Manner of conducting 
them; all furious and hot- headed alike ; and 


if 
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if ſome of them did, contrary to all human 


Expectation ſucceed in their Enterprizes, they 
immediately fell a Sacrifice to their own Crude 


and indigeſted Schemes when they had done. 


You are pleaſed to enter into a long Vindi- 
cation of your ſelf, from the Charge that is 
brought againſt you, of your having ſhar'd the 


| Bounties, or added to the Penſions of the 


Crown, notwithſtanding you have inveigh'd 
ſo bitterly againſt other Perſons, who have 


been ſuſpected of receiving any Gratuities of 


the like Kind; but you till proceed upon the 
ſame Preſumption which we have had Occa- 


| fion to mention once or twice before; I mean, 


that the honourable Perſon is the Author of 
the Remarks; or, what amounts to the ſame 
thing, that he was privy to, and gave Directions 


for the Writing them; which we cannot ad- 


mit, and therefore we don't think our ſelves 
oblig d to juſtify the abovementioned Charge 
contained in that Pamphlet. 


One thing it will be neceſſary to take No- 
tice of here, becauſe you have made it the 


Foundation of much Calumny, and will ſerve 


to illuſtrate that Inconſiſtency and Contra- 
diction which we inſiſt are, and all People of 
common Difcernment mult plainly ſee to be, 
in your Character, I mean the frequent Inſi- 
nuations and Reproaches, that you ſo ſillily 
and inconſiderately throw out upon the ho- 
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nourable Gentleman, for having been ſent to 
the Tower in the laſt four Years of the Reign of 
Qucen Anne; when the Lord Godolphin was 


diſplaced and charged with the Miſmanage- 


ment of the Publick Treaſure ; When Arti- 
cles were actually exhibited againſt the Duke 
of Marlborough, in order to ground an Infor- 


mation on, in the Court of Exchequer, for 


applying the Money that was to have provided 
the Army with Bread, to his own Uſe, and 
for ſeveral other Corruptions which that illuſtri- 
ous Perſon was chafged with in the (aid Arti- 
cles; at the ſame Time, and by the ſame Per- 
ſons it was, that the other honourable Gentle- 
man was ſent to the Tower, upon a Charge 
of ſome Corruptions which he had likewiſe 


been Guilty of in his Office; but with ſo little 
Colour or Foundation of Truck, that even you 


publickly voted to acquit him of the Charge, 


and concurrd with a great many Gentlemen 
in the Opinion of his Innocence then, what 
Reaſons ſoever you may have had to induce 
you to change your Sentiments concerning 
that Matter ſince. 


You ſeem to lakes it very much amiſs to be 


told, that there was a Time, when you 
thought it the higheſt Honour, and firſt Diſ- 


linction of your Life, to be rant d in the Num- 
ber of that Great Man's Friends; and lay, 


that the Aſſertion zs Falſe, and that you were 


7 far from ever thinking it ſo, that at the 


very 
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very Time when you acted with him, and en. 
deavour'd to ſupport him, you had much the 


ſame Opinion of his private Character, which 
Jon baue at preſent. | 


If you had the ſame Opinion of this Gen- 
tleman's private Character and perſonal In- 


tegrity, at the Time you acted in Concert 


with him, and, as you ſay, endeayour'd to 
ſupport him, which you pretend to have at 
preicent; What Opinion, do you imagine, 
muſt the World have of your own private 
Character, and perſonal Integrity, and of all 


your Pretences to Patriotiſm and Publick 


Spirit? If the honourable Gentleman really 
was what you have endeavour'd and labour'd 
ſo ſtrongly to repreſent him to be, namely, 
without Morals or Honour, as a ptivate Man; 
and Ignorant, and Corrupt, and a thouſand 
other Things, as a Miniſter; and that you al- 
ways knew him to be ſo, but that, notwith- 
ſtanding, you acted in Concert with him, and- 
endeavour'd to ſupport him, while it was cor- 


reſpondent to your own Views ſo to do, [I 


would willingly know what perſonal Integrity, 
or what publick Virtues a Man, who acts 
ſuch a Part, can be ſupposd to have? Let us 
ſtate the Caſe; You know a Perſon to be 
without Honour and Integrity; the ſame Per- 
ſon gets a conſiderable Office in the State, 
you appear among the Number of his Friends, 
you act in Concert with him, you endeavour 
all 


Ei 


all you can to ſupport him; it is plain you 


Cannot do this for the ſake of your Country, 
for ſurely there cannot be a greater Injury 


done to that, than to advance a Man of no 
Character, of no perſonal Integrity, into 'the 
Adminiſtration of her principal Offices and 


Honours on the other Hand, it can be out of 


no private perſonal Friendſhip or Eſteem for 
the Man himſelf, which poſſibly might have 
made you blind to his Failings; for at the 
ſame Time that you did all theſe wonderful 
Things that you talk of, to promote his In- 
tereſts, and advance his Fortunes; you ſay that 
you deſpiſed him, and look'd upon him to 
be a Man of no Character or Integrity: With 


what View therefore could it be, that ſo good 
and wiſe a Patribt, ſhould aſſociate himſelf 
with, and endeavour to ſupport ſo weak and 
ſo corrupt a Miniſter? Why, tis evident from 


your own Words, without wreſting their 
Conſtruction beyond the plain and natural 
Import of them, that it was Intereſt, and 


Ambition, and the Hopes of railing your own. 
Fortunes, under the. Sanction and Authority 


of his Friendſhip, that made you his Friend 
then; and 'tis allo as evident, that the ſame In- 


tereſt and Ambition, perhaps a little check'd 


and controul'd, makes you his Enemy row, 


But ſince you have preſum d to call a Gen- 
tleman's private Character and perſonal Inte- 
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grity in queſtion, the World will ſurely ex- 
pect that you ſhould ſhew in what particular 
Inſtance he has forfeited either; even thoſe 
that your Libels may have influenc'd and im- 
bitter'd againſt him, ſo far as to believe the 
worſt Things, and moſt monſtrous Fal ſhoods 
that you can invent of him as a Miniſter, 


will be a little cautious how they take every 


thing upon Truſt that you ſayof him as a 
private Man; if you will, with the greateſt 
Baſeneſs and Inhumanity imaginable, affirm 
of any Man, that he has no perſonal Integrity, 
Without all doubt, the World, to whom you 
make this Declaration, will expect that you 
ſhould prove your Words; not only that Gen- 
tleman's Character, but every honeſt Man's 


is concerned; and tis a Piece of Juſtice due to 


the whole Community in general, and to 
every Member of it in particular, as well asto 
Him who is more immediately the Subject of 
the Slander and Abuſe, to treat the nameleſs 
Libeller, with the lame Contempt and Abhor- 
rence which he endeavours to ſtir up and pro- 
voke againſt the. Perſon he libels. 


I believe there never was a ſtronger In- 
ſtance, how much Envy, Rage, Reſentment, 
and thoſe malignant Paſſions deform the hu- 
man Mind, than you have given in this laſt 
Production of your Pen; the Inconſiſtencies 
and Contradictions that every Page abounds 
with, make it manifeſt how much your Mind 

"nh 


351 


is depraved by them, that your Book does 


not only in one Paſſage contradict what is 
ſaid in another; but even makes you deny at 
one time, what you have affirm d at another, and 
forget yourſelf in an hundred Inſtances. For- 
merly the late Lord B. was an Enemy to his 
Country, and unworthy to breathe the Air of 
a free Government, which he had endea- 
vour'd to change into an Arbitrary one, to 
gratiſy his Ambition or Vanity, or worſe 
Paſlions ; now it is very much to be lamented 
that he ſhould be prevented by his Attainder, 
which is a very great Misfortune to this very 
ſame Country, from exerting his unqueſtionable 


Capacities in the Service of it: Now the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, who is at preſent the 


Object of your Diſpleaſure, is a weak, igno- 
rant, blundering . Miniſter, and '4 Pedlar in 


Politicłs: Formerly he was a Man of ſuch 


nice Addreſs, and excellent Skill in the Arts 
of Courts, and ſo great 4 | Maſter of the 
World, that he not only knew better than all 
others how to acquire Power, but how to 


keep Poſſeſſion of it when it was acquired; 


and according to that Opinion which you 
had of him then, I have been informed, 
you told a certain Perſon, on a certain 
Occaſion, that if He, meaning the above- 
mentioned honourable Gentleman, ſhould get 
into Power for a Weck, he would continue 
in Poſleſſion of it for Ever. 
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But where is the PRI ba; if he a was 
once ſo wiſe, ſhould now deſerve all thoſe ex- 
traordinary Appellations that you are pleaſed 
ſo liberally to beſtow upon him? That he 
ſhould now be changed into a Blunderer, a 
Dupe, a Zealot, a Pedlar in Politicks 2 
Since you, ſage Sir, have withdrawn your 
Counſels from him; ; and that Hand that was 
once his Support, is now ſworn to be his 
Deſtruction, what Contuſion muſt this be to 
his Friends! what Triumph to his Enemies! 
Who would not think this Gentleman's Con- 
dition very much to be pitied? And yet he 
does not ſeem himſelf to be in the leaſt ſen- 
ſible of it. I am ſurprized, Sir, that you 
have not produced this as another Inſtance of 
* Ignorance and Stupidity * 


' You have been frequently 8 by the 
Writers againſt you with acting from Motives 
of Revenge and Diſappointment, hat you 
expected and inſiſted on a very great Imploy- 
ment, but your Pretenſions either rot being 
juſtly founded, or not proper to be comply'd 
with, you immediately turn'd all your Artil- 
lery againſt the Meaſures of the Adminiſtra- 
tion, and commenced Patriot when you 
could kcep no longer in Place. You ſeem 
to exert all your Strength to refute this Ac- 
cuſation; and by the extraordinary Pains 

| 1 


a 


you take to vindicate your Character from 


this Aſperſion, as you would have it thought, 


one would be apt to imagine it was not 


abſolutely without Foundation. I own, I 
am altogether a Stranger to the Fact; I can 
only collect my own Sentiments concern- 


ing it, from the great Zeal and Earneſtneſs 


you ſhew leſt the Story ſhould be believed: 


You muſt be ſenſible yourſelf, that ever ſince _ 
your Defection it has been currently report 
ed; and ſetting aſide the ridiculous Cant, 
and ſtale Pretenſions of Patriotiſm, and Pub- 


lick Spirit, there can be no 'other Way of 


accounting for your Virulence to the Mini- 


ſter, and the extrayagant and unreaſonable 


| Oppoſition you have given to the Wenne 


of his Adminiſtration. 


You take it very much amiſs, that it ſhould 
be deny'd that ever you contributed to the 
Elevation of the Miniſter ; but at the ſame 
time very ingenuoufly acknowledge, that he 
brought you into Flaces you were no ways 


zntitled to; but becauſe you will not allow 
that any Obligation is due from you to him 


on that Account, you tell him, that this was 


meant as no extraordinary Inſtance of his 


Favour for you in particular, for that it has 


been always his Practice to bring People into 
Places to whith they are no ways intitled ; 


However, you oa admit, that once in his 
Lite, 
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Life, at leaſt, he deviated from his old Rule, 


I mean, when he refuſed you the Office of 
Secretary of State. 


But vou g0 on with your uſual Elegance 


and good «oh to tell the honourable 


Gentleman, that be forgets his own Circum- 


ſtances when you were firſt advanced to a 
publick Imployment ; that ſaying you were 


raiſed by him, was ſaying, that you were 
raiſed by aWRETCH, who had not Credit 
enough to raiſe an Hundred Pound upon his 
own Security. Whether the honourable Gen- 
tleman could raiſe ſuch a Sum or not, upon 
his own Security, I conceive is not at all 
material to the preſent Queſtion 3 however, 
there is one Reaſon to believe, notwithſtand- 
ing you affirm it ſo readily, that you do not 
know whether he could or not, becauſe it is 
very plain he never apply'd to borrow any 
Moneye pt youz it he had, I am ſure, the 
World would have been told of it long ago 


in Print. 


The long Account you are pleaſed to 
entertain the Publick with, concerning your 
own great Eſtate, who it was left by, and 
how it was acquired, of your own Genero- 
ſity, Occonomy, and prudent Management of 


your domeſtick Concerns, is too trifling and 


idle to be Wlmadrertes upon ; if tac Author 


o. 
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of the Remarks has miſrepreſented or miſtaken 
that Aﬀair, I think that will hardly be a ſuffi- 
cient Excuſe for you, for entering into ſo 


long a Detail of it: You certainly have a 
very conſiderable Eſtate, and you feem not 


to be a little vain of it; you know that will 
give you Importance, if nothing elſe will; 


and for that Reaſon you very prudently deter- 
mine to make the moſt of it, and lock the 


Produce of it up in your own Cofferts. 


But ſo well ſatisfied as you appear to be 
with your own Eſtate, why ſhould you envy 


any other Gentleman ls ? Why ſhould you 
boaſt of your own Riches? And reproach 


another with his Poverty? If you had a 


good Eſtate by Deſcent, the honourable Gen- 


tleman had at leaſt as good a one; if you 


kept yours intire and together, all the World 
' knows he broke into his to ſerve his Friends, 


his Country, and the Intereſt he had eſpous'd ; 


he diſtributed his Treaſure, with no unſparing 


Hands, to preſerve the Liberties of England, 
when they were really at their laſt Gaſp, againſt 
the deſperate Deſigns and pernicious projects 
of a Perſon whom you have ſince taken into 
your Boſom, and who was actually attainted, 
for endeavouring to overturn the Conſtitu- 
tion, and to Mert the preſent Eſtabliſn- 
ment; and this at a Time when there was 
very little Probability of his ever recciving a 


ſuitable 
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[ ſuitable Satisfaction ; a Recompence equal to 


fo great Services. And ſhall you, who have 
received great Sums of the publick Money, 
from the profitable Imployments you have 
poſſeſsd, who have writ and declaimed about 
Liberty and the Proſperity of your Country, 
but never contributed a Shilling to ſerve it, 
ſhall you ask the honourable Gentleman, 
what Inſtances he has ever given; what 
Tokens he has ever diſcovered of a frank libe- 
ral Heart? Shall you tax him with the 
Profuſion of the publick Treaſure, on a worth- 
teſs Crew of Pimps, Spies, Projettors, and 
abandon d Scribblers? Shall you charge him 
with the Acquiſition of immenſe Riches by the 
Sale of Honours, Places, and Penſions; the 
Wages of Iniquity and Corruption ; and all 
this too in a little, mean, ſcandalous, ano- 
nymous Libel, when you have over and over 
been required to do it, in the proper Place, 
Where the Gentleman has always declared 
himſelf ready to ſtand any Scrutiny that you, 
or any one elſe ſhould have thought fit to 
make into his Conduct; but you have there 
always prudently avoided the Conteſt ? 


You would fain perſuade the People to be- 
lieve that you are a very formidable Perſon to 
this Gentleman; that the Vow y ou have made 
of Deſtruction, has fill'd him with dreadful 
Apprchcaſions , that he has cauſed it to be 

repte- 


12 1 


repreſented as the moſt bloody. minded Pew 


that ever'was made, and more becoming 4 


Poliſh Diet than an Engliſh Pariiament; 


But you are notwithſtanding of Opinion, that 
it is perfect agreeable to the Nature of un 
Engliſh' Parliament (an honeſt uncorrupi one 
jou mean). For my own Part, I really don't 
know what Sentiments the honourable 
Gentleman, againſt whom you have made this 


Vow, may entertain of it, but am inclin'd to 


think, that they are much the ſame that moſt 
other People ſeem to have of it, that is, that 
it was a very ridiculous fooliſh Vow, and 
that the Author has much more Reaſon to be 
aſham'd, than 'the honoutable Gentleman 
afraid of it : 1 ſhould be' apt to imagine, that 
a Man who was capable of publickly making 
ſuch a ſilly unadviſed Declaration of his Intent 
to purſue another Perſon to Deſtruction, would 
never be capable of putting it in Execution; it 
is more like the Frenzy or Raving of a Mau. 
man, than the determin'd Reſolution of a 
Politician or Patriot, form'd upon deliberate 
Counſels, and cool Advice: And tho' I have 
a very great Regard to the Character of the 
honourable Perſon that you have vow'd to 
Deſtruction, and ſincerely think him a very 
wiſe, a very able, and a very upright Miniſter z 
yet, if I imagin'd he could be under any 
Conſternation or Uneaſineſs 6h account of 
your fooliſh Vom, I ſhould ſoon conſider him 
66 in 
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in quite a different Lahr! 3 what I do at 
prelent, and have as contewptible an, Opinion 
of . him. for being alarm d at your. horrid Im. 
frec tion, as vou call it, as all Mankind 

mult have of you for making ſuch A ridiculous 
Bluſter 5.but 1-dare anſwer fot it, your Vow: 
raiſes no other Emotion i in bing Fs LARGIEET: e | 


: What has been aid concerning ous Wow) 
I conceive will go a great Way to deſtroy the 
Credit of your idle, unmannerly, improbable: 
Story of the Penny Poſt. Letter and the Plot, 
which you ſay; put this Gentleman i into ſuch, 
a terrible Panick, that he came to your Houle 
at Midnight to ſeck for Shelter and Protection 
from you, with whom he had not exchang'd- 
a Word for two, Years before, and who was. 
at that Time his open avow'd Enemy, 
and, for ought I know, might then have 
made this horrible Vow for, his Deſtruction. 
Indeed I am not at all acquainted with the 

Reaſon why this Gentleman did pay you a; 

iſit at ſuch a time of Night as you ſay 
(it the whole Story is not of your own 
Invention) or what Grounds he had to 
believe that ſome Deſign was form d to 
take away his Life; if he really had any 
ſuch Apprehenſions, I make no queſtion but 
they were upon a very juſt and a very reaſon- 
able Foundation, and was not the firſt At- 
tempt of that kind that has been made againſt 


ee 3 


of this Sort, to ſerve his preſent baſe an 


4; I 1 122 7427 30 
him; but if one may judge of his Behaviour 
under this Circumſtance, from the Obſervations 
that have been made of it in all others, from 
his firſt Appearance in publick Life, there is 
no Colour to believe that Part, at leaſt, of this 
ſcandalous Tale to be true, where you deſcribe 
him with a ge Counlenance, and a trembling 
Voice, and not able to give the moſt [ample 


Story that euer was. told, Utterance : In all 


the nice and various, and critical Conjun- 
4 | * 6 "ms „ f 4 , 
&ures, and difficult and dangerous Encounters 


with more formidable, Adyetſaries than ever 


4 e r +5 
you, or any of your Aſſociates have yet ap- 
pear'd to be, which he muſt neceſſarily. have 
paſs'd thro' in the Courſe of his long Ad- 


| miniſtration, { I believe nobody ever heard 
till now of his want of Courage or Fortitude, 


or Preſence of Mind, or ef any other great 
Quality, when the Buſineſß of the Publick, 
or a proper Occaſion calld upon him to 


ecxert them; this Story therefore, muſt cither 


be wholly falſe, or the Circumſtances of it {6 
varied and diſguiſed, that will make it amount 
to the ſame Thing. What therefore could be 
a ſufficient Provocation to a Man, whoſe Paſ- 
ſions and Reſentments had not raz d out of his 
Mind all Senſe of Shame and Honour, to in- 


vent, or, Which is all one, to model a Story 


- 


* 


ſiniſter Purpoles, which is luch an injurious 


Refſexion upon the Character of a Gentleman 


| 8 | of 
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of very great Diſtinction, and ſuch a ſeanda · 
lous Impoſition upon the Publick. 


"Whenever the Printer of the Craftſman 
has been ſent for to anſwer for any ſcanda- 
lous Paragraph or Paſſage in that Paper, what 
intamous Clamours have been rais d againſt the 
aforementioned Gentleman, as if, conſcious 
of his Guilt, and afraid of condign Puniſh- 
ment, hc was endeavouring to put a Stop to 
all national Inquiries, in order to ſtifle any 
Scrutiny that might be made into his Con- 
duct; but, for God's ſake, what is all this that 
they call a national Inquiry ? Are long tedious 
Declamations againſt Corruption, and Bribery, 
and Penſions, .a national Inquiry? Are week. 
ly Libels upon one Gentleman, his Brother, 


cot this Family, a national Inquiry? Are un- 


mannerly ribald Jeſts, upon the Loſs of a 
Tooth belonging to one Gentleman, or a 
Button belonging to another, a national In- 
quiry ? Is the Hiſtory of Sejanus, or Woolſey, 
or Buckingham, or other evil Miniſters, a 
national Inquiry ? Are Oldcaſtle's Remarks 
on the Hiſtory of England, a national In- 
quiry? Have the Authors of a Two; penny 
Weekly Journal, a Right to make a national 


Inquiry? Or was a national Inquiry wanted 


till Mr. P. was out of the M 


£2? He- 


complaind of no Corruptions, no - Mil- 


manag gements, no Grievance of any Sort, 
| till 
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till his private Views and Intereſts rouz d u 
a Spirit of Patriotiſm in him : This brings 
into my Mind the Story of the Clerk in 


Chancery in the Time of Oliver Cromwell; 


he had ſeen with great Indifference and Tran- 
quility, all the various Alterations and Revo- 
lations that had been made in the Conſtitution, 
both in Church and State, and contorm'd 


very loyally and dutifully to every Form of 


Government, and every Sect of Religion, as 

it happen d to be uppermoſt; but when he 
came at laſt to be told, that the Parliament in- 
tended to make fome Regulations in the Six 
Clerks Office, Nay, ſays he, if they begin 
once to ſtrike at Fundamentale nobody knows 

where they will flop ! Oe | 


| You think it neceſſary to your Defence, 
as you are pleaſed to call this infamous Abuſe 
on another Gentleman, to explain ſome Mat- 
ters of Secret Hiſtory, concerning the Recon- 
ciliation between his preſent Majeſty and the 
late King; and if any one Part of this pre- 
cious Libel can be ſaid to ſhine with greater 


Luſtre than another, here, I conceive, in good 


truth, that you have exceeded yourfelf, and 
made your own Character appear with all 
thoſe amiable Qualities with which you have 
endeavourd to load that other Gentleman's. 


Ir is a Repetition of a Converſation which 


paſs'd between that Gentleman and your ſelf, 
| WE many 
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many Years 280, the Truth of which you aver 
upon your Honour, and leave the World to 
decide upon vour Characters, which of you 
ought to be believed. 1 have not yet heard 


whether the Honourable Gentleman denies 


the Truth of this Story or not; if he does; 
Jam ſure there are many Reaſons why the 
World ſhould give Credit to him before you 
in this Matter; and I deſire it ſhould be put 
upon no other Iſſue than that which you yojF⏑' 
ſelf have put it on; I mean, upon the Ho- 
nour and Character of the Noble Perſon and 
your own : For even in this Story, in which 


you have cndeayvour'd, in ſo ungenerous a 
Manner, to ſay no worſe of it, to blacken 


his Character, and exalt your own; it may 
be collected, even from your own Words, 


that you are a Perſon of no Honour, what- 


ever you would have him thought to be; and 
indeed when one comes to conſider the 
Manner and Occalion of your telling this 


Tale, it will be hard to fay, whether it me 


covers more Weaknets or Malice. 


buen ſay, the Sorowable Perſon ſont fo you 
one Day, deſiring to ſpeak with you, and that 
you came ; as no doubt you always were ready 


and Milling enough to be at his Beck ; when 
you were together, ſome Converſation pals 
about a. Reconciliation that was then in Agi- 


tation between the late K — and his 2 
1 


(4 J 
Mr, the Terms of which, you ſay, you 


did not approve, though a Peerage was ſtipu- 
lated for yon, which you tell us you were 


willing enough to accept, for the Sake of your 
Family, though I think at that Time you had 


no: Child: Lou do not ſay, indeed, whether 
an Engliſh Peerage or an Irifh one was meant; 
but which of them ſoever it was, you refus'd 
it, becauſe you could not approve of the Terms 
upon Which it was offer'd ; for this Reaſon, I 
preſume, it might have been the latter. Well, 
you received the : Honourable Gentlemanis 


Offers with Diſdain, and by your infolent and 
| haughty Behaviour to him upon this Occaſion, 


a Man of the leaſt Diſcernment muſt caſily 
have ſeen that your Friendſhip was not at all 


to be depended on; but notwithſtanding you 
treated him with all this Rudeneſs and Con- 


tempt, he takes no manner of Notice of it, 
but continues the Converſation with you with 
as much Openneſs and Freedom, as if you 
had entertain'd his Propoſals with as much 
Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, as you deicribe him 
to have made them. Nay, after all this Scorn 
and Neglect of your Side, as if the Honourable 


Genetics was under ſome unuſual Infatua-i 


tion or Diſorder of Mind, he enters ſtill into 
a mmcarcr Confidence and Intimacy with you, 

and then you make him ſay Things to you, 
hich ng Man in his Senſcs could ſay, and 

Auich its it would be indecent for me to repcat; 


nay, 
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nay, which the Event proves could not be 
true; for the Honourable Gentleman, did 
not come into the Treaſury, upon the 
Reconciliation | above-mentioned, but up- 
on another Contingency, which could 
not be then foreſcen, I mean upon the 
Fall of the South Sea Stock, when the 
Lord Sunderland was on that account, and 

that only, obliged to reſign, which it does 
not at all appear he would otherwiſe: have 
done, and which did not happen till a Year 
afterwards ; upon this you went immediately, 
you ſay, to his R. H. and told him, that he 
was ſold to his Father's Miniſters, by Perſons 
who confider'd nothing but themſelves, and 
their own Intereſt, and were in haſte to make 
their Fortunes; but conceald till now the 
moſt material Circumſtance, of your Tale, 
which was the ſtrongeſt Argument you could 
have made uſe of to confirm the Truth of 
what you have ſaid, and to prevail upon him 
to believe you, tho there can be no Reaſon 
why you ſhould keep this a Secret, after you 
had betray'd the reſt of the Converſation that 
pals'd between you; nay, if you belicv'd the 
honourable Gentleman was ſuch a Perſon as 
| you repreſented him to be, was it not your 
Duty to let his R. H. know it, that he 
might be upon his Guard againſt him? Or 
Was it conſiſtent with a Man of Honour 
to act in Concert with ſuch a Perſon, and 2 

. 1 con- 
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continue in his Friendſhip and Intereſts for 
many Years afterwards ; no, the whole Story 
has the Air of Falſhood and Improbability, 
trump'd up to ſerve a mean and ſcandalous 


Purpoſe 3 and every reaſonable Man muſt 


conclude, that whoever, under the higheſt 
Provocations, or Motives of Indignation and 
Reſentment whatſoever, could be ungenerous 
enough to repeat ſuch an infamous Tale, 
could be baſe enough to invent it. 


I ſhall take one Word of Notice of the 
Combination you mention, that you, in Con. 


Junction with ſeveral other Gentlemen, have 


enter d into, never to liſten to any Treaty, 


from whomſoever it may come, till this ho- 


nourable Perſon is delivered up to the Fuſtice 
of 1¹⁸ Country, and conclude. 


I am apt to imagine, that if he had made 
any ſuch Attempts as you mention, to have 
brought over any of the Gentlemen in the 
Oppoſition, he Would not have proved ſo 


unſucceſsful in his Endeavours, as you would 


perſuade the World to believe he has been; 
I have heard, he knows the Price that every 


one of them inſiſts upon, and that the Pur- 
| chaſe would be upon caly Terms enough, if 
he thought it worth his while to make it; 


nay, if any Credit is to be given to a com- 
mon receiy'd, current Report, which has a 
G long - 
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long while run abour the Town, that as 
great a Contempt as you pretend to have 
for this Gentleman's Policy and Capacity, 
he has even now, at this preſent Juncture, 
one of the warmeſt, zealouſeſt, loudeſt Mem- 
| bers of your Cabal in his Intereſt and Ser- 
vice, by whoſe Means he is acquainted with 
the molt ſecret, moſt ſacred Tranſactions that 
paſs in it: He knows cvery Reſolution you 
form, and every Step you make; and he 
laughs at all, but is alarm'd at none; nay, 
he would not be at ail ſurprized or con- 
c:rned, if Books ſhouid be kept open at 
Mr. Franbliu's, and publick Notice given of 
it in the Crafrſman, of all Perſons who are 
ſo diſpoſed, to come and {ſublcribe this terri- 
ble Aſſociation; however, this Conſpiracy 
brings into my Mind a Text of Scripture, 
with which I can't do better than conclude. 


The «xiii, Chapter of the As of the Ap 0- 
files, and the 12th and 13th Verics. 


| And when it was Day, certain of the 
Jeu banded together, and bound themſelves : 
under a Curſe, ſaym?, that they would nei- 
ther eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 


Aud they were more than forty which bad 
made this Conſpiracy. 


— 
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